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Ths folloidnB^SDCOHHt^jr^tW^inn) demonstration in Bucharest on 24 
:fefcrutfry 1945 and the ensuing disorders in front of ths national Palace 
represents the combined infonqatioa obtained hy several members of bur 
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The demons tratore , organised in occupational groups with numerous y 
banners, begun arriving at ths Piatza Hatziunei shortly after 1500 hours 
The bulk of demonstrators aorohsd fron concentration points in ths aity 
arse* lumbers however, were transported from outside the City limits 
by trucks frou points as for rear — -i as Pl</eeti and as many as 2000 were 
reported as having arrived from other points in the country by train* 

The demonstration officially began with speeches at 1445* Preliminary :- 
estimate of the number of demonstrators ir; 75 #000 to 100,000; 

The following banners were moot numerous: Jf" 

"Down with Rddeocui" 

"TCe want «Q1 B5TD government! " 

"Death to the Ihsoiatsi" ‘ -iv 
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"Down with ttaniui" 

"Down with the saboteurs in the . government i" 
"Long live the ting. Chief of the aroyi" 
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"hong live the Rmsmlsn Army i" 

fbart wvre were also pioturea of St alia (largest and most oowroai) f fa Ring, 
Churchill and Roosevelt . Praotioelly each group oarrlod Fnwanlsn, Miou, British 

tfa. t«sp.r of tha cr owd was aixsd and #atbaslasB appoerod to bo ooaoostrotod 1 b 
tho 1— oitloto vicinity of the apwakw*** platfaca. lb# dcxonwtntlca oo • DAlt %aa ; 
qalat and orderly. lo Pmnirtan polio# vara obsarrad at the aoaoo tat a fit* kaaaian 
patrol#, la group. of two or tfapwo, olreolatod tk rough the MajM of tho cr owd. XB 
Oenaxal, the oontosta of tuO spwwdrs oontainod repeated aosttamt. of the plaasrda. .: 
teoharl Oaorstaou, depowed UBdar-Goaretaxp of Xatnrlor, was the prlastpal spoobar. 
fha orowd began disbanding at 1100 hoove, the dauoaatmtors, following laatVB otloua , .j 
p ro owe da d in order ljr mmmar to the square la front of the papal Palaoe and the Mai- I 
step of Xatevlor, 
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Da m o ns tr a tor * begun arriving in quantity at the palace area square about 1645 
hoars and consisted largely of the orgfafa demonstrator*. It is estimated that * 
20-259000 reached the palace ersa. About 1700 hour* tbs demonstrators moved ix» large > 
numbers to w ard the Ministry of Interior building. it 1710 boors several small cell- j 
hr* pistol shots were fired tram the orowd. then ohots of. larger oolites were heard 
and the orowd panicked in front of the Ministry building. A far moments later there I 
were error*! volleys of rifle and machine-gun fire over the heode of tha orowd from 
guards on fa up per floors of fa IClnistxy of Interior. During fa asst hour, spore*' ? 
dio firing took place as fa crowd dispersed and reformed intermittent &y. During A 
this time, speeches fa ehoutingvers In progress. 



fa else of fa aotivs groups in front of the Ministry was estimated at lose fan 
one thonsfa and fair Intention was to gain entrance to fa Ministry building. feo 
attempts were made to etorm the door unsaooe*sful?y. By 1900 hours fa guards la 
fa Ministry building had fired approximately 150. shots fa the domomstmtors bad 
fired a minimum of 30 in return. Ascertainable casual tiee were one demonstrator 
fa one soldier wounded# fa guard at the Kixdotiy had orders to shoot into fa air 
and fire ably when fired upon, fa crowd began dispersing at about 1900 hours. -By 
2000 boors there wore email groups of demonstrator a left at the square totalling 
probably 200. d t j r— " 
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According to ona renortr Wieor/rhln Pel, annmnrtnt WMntw of Qaammi cations. ; 
spoke to the crowd and nrgad them to go ho6a, promising that the Russians would in- j 
veetigate the altoetion folly. 5 



5. Interview with fiddogop 

j 

fa Chief of Staff of the Soviet Military Cone and of Bucharest interviewed' Osn- i 
oral Rideeou at about 1800 hours in the Ministry of Interior building. General < 

Rfidescu exhibited two bullet holes in tho window of hie private office which ap- j 

peered to have originated from the orowd in the sc oars. R&deeou stated that he would { 
not leave the building fa would not turn over the country to mob rule, fa Basel** < 
officer stated that General ibekvltan, military commander of Bucharest, had previous- j 
ly issued orders to the Russians not to Interfere with the demons trail or. or with fa 1 
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Bnwwnlsn any. After the shoot Log started he Informed General Tcodoreeou, Bnaonion 
Oowsa der of Bucharest, that firing against tho crowd Boat ooaoe irnradiately. Gen- 
eral Nsekvltoa also stated that ho was telephoning rnrshal riallnovoki to report on 
the happenings* twelve Soviet guards sere promised to B&deacu to guard the Zlinistry 
building, and permission woe grmted to keop all the Hunonian troops in the building 
far the ministry’s protection. 

«. Mffirnftt j?R. issa. J& s. muss. 

' ** Persons at the Palace winder facing th* square during the entire demonstration 9 
confirmed the above otatooonts concerning the o vent a in the Palace square . 

A report was given to the King at Sinaia lint tho RID had staged throe other 
desonstratione stool taneooslyj at Frolova, anxrda stormed tho Prefecture and occupied 
it with no oosnoltios aince the guards had orders not to fire; at Caraoal, the orewd 
stormed the Prefecture unsuccessfully because of arcy resistance and several persons 
wwr killed and wounded; at Brasov tho rational Peasants and FTTD rallies clashed. 

At about 2045 hours , several hundred National Liberal and National Peasant; sup- 
porters marched by the Palace in Bucharest singing the national Antheu end shouting 
' •Long live tbs King", and "fi&desou and order". Oounter-deoonstrition looted at 
least an hour cad the c r owd was last seen marching down the boulevard burning SOT 
sign* hanging from stroet-car wires. 

5 . auaaaasasaMJti JmMtea&las. 

According to report from source dose to the Palaoo, tatroeesnn, oorananiat leader 
stated that the a ov erno ant woe guilty of firing on the peoplo and he zwgueeted the 
Oarshal of the Paloee to oak the King to ocoo to Bucharest as soon as possible in 
order to solve tho* crisis. 

At approximately 2200 hours General K&desoa addressed tho nation over tho radio, 
lb referred to events of tho afternoon, both in Bucharest ard in the provisoes and 
attacked IOT os the instigators of these disorders. lb Bpocifloally biased Ana 
Pautoer, Uoscow-troined o ooaaaU t le der, and "Hungarian" faailc Loca, secretary of 
the Ooauanlst party and etated that they wore people without oo entry mi without God. 
Be also stated that, at 8115 bjurs two persons wero killod and eleven woandod in 
front of the Itlnistry of Interior by aeehiae -pistol fired from a moving oar. Ibis 
followed tbs National Peasant demonstration mentioned in paragraph 4 above, but eon- 
neotion bo tween the two lriOidents hoe not boon established. He concluded. by rallying 
the nation to support him and the artsy in maintaining order. 
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